BRITISH NATION. 


Tuetday, Auguft 2, 1709. 


N all the Party-Difputes this Paper has 
been concern’d about, I have endea- 
your'd to convince the World, that 

the peaceable Difpofition of the Diffenters 
in England has evidenc’d it {elf in their be- 
ing ever on the Defenfive—— And this is 
in nothing more clear, than in the Beha- 
viour of the feveral Writers on that fide, 
fince the Deceafe of the Paper call’d the 
REHEARSAL. From the firft time that 
Author was cail’d in queftion, T have for- 
born even the neceflary Replies to feveral 
Points then in Debate, and fome Anfwers 
to Things, in which, atleaft I shougbt, that 
Author expos’d his Party, and gave mani- 
feft Advantage of {peaking ; but I forbore, 
becaufe I thought it dilhonourable to ftrike 


mivating upon the Party or their Praftfes, 
becaufe I would prompt no Maas Misfor-. 
tunes—nor have any of the unbappy Dif- 
putes, that fuch Authors’as he promoted, 
rid been ever brought wpos. the Stage 
ince. 

This is an evident Sign, that the Differs 
ters are not Aggrcffors to the arp Maievps 
that rife up among usem—e Their Canfe is 
fiated fairly by the Laws, their Subje@ion 
te the Government is ftipulated and affr’a 
on one band, and their Prote&tion from 
the Government is fecur’d on the other 
hand—And they-feek nothing, their Fet- 
ters are knock’d off, they are eafie aad 


quiet, they have but one Chain left upon 
; them, 


anEnemywhen he was down—I forboreresrj- 
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them, which in its Time, I doubt not, the 
Church it felf will relieve them from —— 
The abhorr’d Bondage of which is both un- 
conftitution like and unchriftian, unjuft 
and unreafonable, brought on by a State- 
Juggle, continu’d by a Party-Tyranoy, and 
as Liberty revives, will doubrlefs die of 
Courfe-——But abating this Exerbitance, to 
whieh our Occafiona) Compliance js our 
Difafter ——T he Diffemsers are perfealy at 
Bale in their Religious and Civil Rights. 

They have therefore no Reafon co pro- 
mote Contention, or diforder A ffairs in the 
Government wherein they iive, neither do 
they attempt it—And any farther chan a 
Pasty oo the other hand will mzke them- 
felvesAggreffors, there will be Strife among 
us; Ithink, Tmay leave ir upon that Teft. 

But I amvohlig’d to take Notice, how 
uneafily fome Gentlemen, in another Part of 
Britain, behave under the fame Circumftan- 
ces, revers'd— When firft this Paper began. 
to be re-priated ia Scorland, 1 did aflure 
thofe Gentlemen call’d Facobites, or Epif- 
copal Diffenters there, they fhould find no 
Uneafinefs from me, avy farther than I 
was cblig’d to it by their own Behiviour— 
And that 1 am now oblig’d to ic, I might 
make themfelves Judges, yet I fhafl treat 
them like Gentlemen, that if pofible, they 
m3y be mov’d to treac orhers fo. 

In order to introduce the Cafe before me 
the more clearly to the Underftanding of 
the World, it may be needful to give a 
fhort Account ot the State of Things in 
Scotland, as they relate tothe Church, fince 
the lateDifcourfe of Perfecution which made 
fu much Nife there. 

Upon the late Invafion it is well enough 
known and needs noexamining into, chat 
the Meetings of the Diffenters in Seoth:nd, 
where the Mini'ters would mot agree to tate 
the Oaths to the Government, wete order'd dy 
the Government to be (hut up—which wat 
at fir generally done—And fame of the 
Minitters for cefufiog to give Security, Se. 
were put in Prifon. 

But the Fears of an Iuvafinn leffening 
and at laft vauifhing by the Diforder of rhe 
French ffarrs, the Magiftcates of Edinburgh, 
and the fultices of the Peace, by little and 
Uttle Mackuing their Hands, and bearing 
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much as praying for the 


oo 4 “ 
This by the way is anevident Teftimony — 


ot twoThings. 4. That the Diftur. 


bance,they m-r with before, was Purse ” 


ly on the Account of CivilQualification, 


not their diffenting fromth=Eftablifh’d — 


Church. Acd 2. That the Magiftrates 
and Jufices of Peace in Scotland have 
not_been forward and eager in the 
Profecution of e,as has been 
fuggefted, tur have on all Occafions 
born with and been eafie to them, as 
far as would confift with their Doty 
tothe Laws, and r0 rh> Commands of 
their Soveraiga. 

Nor wiil J fav, thac the Epifcops] Mini- 
fters in general have made any ill Ufe of 
this, other than the Qpening of their 
Meetings again5 many them bave toa 
much Senfe of their own Inrereft to moses 
the Government, to exert themfelves in 
Execution of the Lawsagainft them; and 
indeed in all the Difurbance of the Kiad 
that has been made, it is apparent. our 
People here have made a quite different 
Ufe from, and much louder Clamours than 
have been made by the Bpifopal Minifters 
themfelves — hey have indeed adher’d to 
their refufing praying for rhe Queen, or 
taking the Oaths, aed have bees mors paf- 
five in their Sofferings, chan we have re- 
prefeated them to be. 

Again, the Presbrserians, who have been 
here, fo leudty charg’d with Perfecution, 
have been fu far from what thee People 
pretend to, that they have not with-heid 
from the mofi charitable Contribution te- 
wards their Subfiftance—Nor have the Epéf- 
copal Clergy been backward to own andac- 
knowledge their Gharity— This T have been 
an Eye-Witnefs to in Edimjurzb: 1 have 
heard che Gentlemen chemfclves uen if, 
and hive by their own Permiffion (cen the 
Lifts of the Names of the Contributors, co 
the Neceffities of the outed Clergyand these 
Families, amoeg whom are always feen a 
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Presbyterian Church, and moft of the Mini- 
fters of the-very City of Edingburgh, where 


_ this Complaint feems tocenier. 


As to the Charity of the Magiftrates of 


Edinburgh, 1 need give you no farther Con- 


firmation of it, than the following Certifi: 


Cate, fign’d by the Gentlemen themfelves, 
who are Colleétors of the faid Charity, 
which I have publifh’d, as I have it atreft- 
ed by good Hands in Edinburgh; and if any 
Man queftion the Truth of the Copy, the 
Original is lefe at the Printer of this Paper 
to convince him. 


_ _Tothe Right Honourable the Lord Proyoft, 


the Magiftrates and remanent Members 
of the Town-Council of Edisburgbh, — 
KK 7 Hereas by the Courfe of GOD’s wi 
Y - Providences, many Minifters. of 
Epifcopal Per{wafion bave been outed of their 


_ Charges and Livings,by Reafon whereof fever al 


of them are reduc'd to great Want and Neceffi- 
ties, amidft mbich they mult needs bave perifb- 
ed, if they bad not been fupply’d by the chari- 
table-Affiftance of good Peeple. Wa -do in- 
genuoufly acknowledge shat the Magiftrates of 
the good Town, and the good Neighbours 
therein, have expreffed great Tenderne/s. and 
Kindnefs towardsthem. And becaufe we bope 

hey will nos weary in fo good a Work, fince bog 

the Difficulties and Numbers of the Indigent 
areencreas'd through Length of Time, We do 
again bumtly_reprefent their erying Wants to 
your Honours, in Confidence of your Chriftian 
Compaffion and Charitable Bounty towards your 
Penfioners (in whofe Name thefe Prefents aré 
fian’d by us the general Receivers of the Cha- 
rity defigu'd for sem) and fhak ever pray for 
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about the fettling the poor. Réfugees 
among us, and many People, Lfind, begia 
to think it feafibie Perhaps in Time 
too our native Averfions may oeafe or 
wear out——For let your ill Natu-e guide 
you te what you wil, Reafon will prevail 
atlaft; and when Demonftrations convince 


J Have (aid a great Deal in this Paper 


your Honour’s Hlappinefs; and she Profperity 


of the good Town. 
_ Sic Scrib.. 
Charles Littlejohn, 

Joho Wingate. 


"This is 4‘ ful TeRimony (I think) that 
the Temper that reigns in the wife/t Men 
of sbe. Parties on either fide, is quite diffee 
rent trom what is reprefented to us in the 
Sousb—And really were it not tor wrong 
Reprefeatations and quarrelling Breach+ 
makers on both fides, afl our Divifions on 
both Hands and in both Parts of the fland, 
would be manag’d with much lefs Animo- 
fity than they are, we fhould differ with 
much more Charity and Courtifie, and 
difpyte more like Gentlemen, and more 
Jike Chriftians than we do. 

_. Nor has ‘this Humour of widening our 
Breaches by Reproach and Mifreprefentati. 
on, been at all the Advantage of the Epi/- 
copak Gentlemen themfelves, ‘aad I can 
bear chem Witnefs, that they did not de- 
fire chefe hot Gentlemen to make the Nojfe 
they have made, much lefs in theie-atking 
Charity here, to afk it in the Names of 
the perlecuted Minifters fuffering under the 
Cruelty and unjuft Rigour of the Preshy- 
terians. Y know not indeed, how far fuch’ 
Expreffions might move the Charity of 
fome warmer Spirits among us, but Iam 
fure, it clos’d the Hands of the Diffemsers 
and moderate People, who. knew that Pre= 
tence to be fabnious. 

What Ufe other People in Scorsatd dre 
now making of this Lenity and Relaxation, 
I thall be more particular in my next, 
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you, the Noife and Clamour ot the Thing: 


will.fall of Courfe-——- 

But now the Difficulties, that lie in the 
Way of this Settlement, are all the De- 
hate-——- And here, Gentlemen, give me 
Leave to infalt you alittle, J mean, the’ 
bufie wife Men I fpoke of before, upom my 
rR Propofal of fetding them upon Land— 


Ig 


at hat been many Years my Notion, that 


our being over-ftock’d with People in our 


‘Manufaétures, is becaufe of our being 
Taderfteck’d with People upon our Land ; 


and yet our being fo over-ftock’d with 


Workmen in our Manufa@ures, is partly 


the Reafon why we are under-ftock’d in 


our Land. ‘ 


But-take it with you as jou 0; Ido - 


not fay, we are under-ftock'd with People 
upon the Lands we now ofe, or that we 
really want Men in our Husbandry-Wotk 
that we have——This is the vulgar Error, 
‘and People run away with it, that I thould 
‘fay, there are not People enough in our 
Farming Bufinefs to manage the Lands, or 
‘INN the Harveft, &¢. We may have 
~ $Men or People enough for the Lands we 
uwfe—— c 
Acres we do not ufeat all, or at leaft not 
as it might, or fhould be us’d 3 and it is 
apparent, this is for Want of People: So 
that ‘cis not our Lands we nfe, want 
“Hands, but it is the Lands we do not ufe, 
-want Help, and for thefe we want People.’ 
I believe; I {peak within Compafs, when. 
Lfay, there dre 3 Millions of Acres of 
Land jm England capable of Improvement, 
‘and capable of being made U(e of to great- 
er Advantage than it now is——By the Rule 
-of former Calculation, this Land improv’d 
would maintain and employ t1ooceeo 
-of People more than we have now 
And this proves we want People. 

Again, we want People to confume the 
Produce of this vaft Quantity of Land ; to 


wear the Weol, eat the Bread, drink the . 


Beer, ufe the Horfes, and‘fpend the Flefh 
of thofe Lands 3 and tho’ it be a Rule, 
that what is confum’d at home does noten- 
creafe the publick Steck, yet the Land pro- 
ducing this, and being rais’d to its full 
‘Pitch of real Vale, is to produce, yielding 
‘to the Landlord an advanc’d Price in Reat, 
aftually fo much an Encreafe of the. pub- 
lick Scock as that Advance amounts to, 
more than the fame Land would yield 
before. 

TheWant of P:ople being therfore clear, 


we are now bulie, reconcilifg, Methods for 
a 
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But we have infinite Nambers of 


planting thefe poor People 
en not have them here 
have them there; and at lafl 
culties of the Right of the C 
the Fenantry is an iavincible O| 
the Parochial Settlements are another, 
I fee no Expedients offer’d at the remo 
thefe Difficulties,that can be effeétual. 
The belt Thing, I have heard of ye 
a Propofal fur feveral.Money’d Men 
chafing Lands, Freeholds, and unincum 
with Poor, or withPa or with C 
Tenures—and plant thefe People on rhefe 
Lands——— Ifitcan bedone, if the Place 
is to be found, and the Circumftances con- © 
cur=—it feerhs ‘to anfwer all that has been 
faid—But Non dasur Talis, 1 forefee fume 
Obftru@ions, which, I doubr, will want 
great Help to get over—___ However I 
own, it is the likelieft Propofal 1 have a 
Teeh, and the more fo, becanfe it feemsto — 
carry the Intereftof the Purchafers with it, — 
a therefore I cannot but give itmy Ble- 
ng. <a 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Juft publith’d, ae 
HE Monthly Mifcellany, or Memoirs — 
for the Curious, for April. 1709, 
Vol. IIT. Containing, The Armorial Beare 
ings, &c.- of Scorland. A Difcourfe of — 
Apparitions and Witcheraft. An Effay on 
Dueling. GOD the Efficient Caufe of 
Man’s Salvation, &e. The Virtues of fee 
véral Sovereign Plants grawing wild about 
Saffafias River in Mary-Land. Sold 4 
Fobn Morphewnear Stationers- Halk. Where 
may alfo’be had the two firft Volumes, or 
fingle Ones to this Time. 
** Thofe for May and Fune willbe 
publith’d with all Speed. : 


Joft. Publifh’d, 

Urfus Equeftris Nottinghamienfis. Car- 

J men. Hexametrum, AutoreRICHAR- 
DOJOHNSON, Ludi Literarij ibidem Ms- 


biftro, \Commemtariorum Grammaticorue 
Scrirtore. Sold by ifabn Morpbew near 
Stationers-Hall, Pricé. - 
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